As part of ECSMGE XV1, TC306 held an interesting workshop titled “ Industry meets academia – what should future geo-engineers be learning in school.”  Members from academia and practice posed questions to each other on this topic.  Discussion was sparked by a series of short invited presentations by experts from each perspective.  The diversity of presentations led to interesting discussions on how best to respond to the theme.
 
The practitioners emphasised the importance of rigour, and particularly the rigour developed through the study geology, in solving complex geotechnical problems.  This was done through a series of fascinating case histories drawn from practitioners personal experience.
 
The presentation from academics dealt with issues ranging from course content covered, building meaningful relationships with industry and the need to appreciate the importance of adopting appropriate pedagogies to engage the learner in the fascinating discipline of geo-engineering – attracting and retaining bright students to the profession appears to be an ongoing challenge.
 
Post-presentation discussions mooted the idea of developing a series of (web) resources to address the specific issues students find challenging in soil mechanics e.g. the use of animated stress paths to illustrate that undrained shear strength failure is controlled by effective stress was one topic discussed.  Reference was made to the highly relevant paper by John Atkinson delivered at SFGE 2012 (Galway, Ireland) and how this could act as a template for identifying areas requiring carefully crafted and engaging resources.
 
Waldemar Hachich concluded the workshop with a taster for the upcoming SFGE 2016 (Shaping the Future of Geotechnical Education) which takes place in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 19-20 October 2016 in conjunction with other geotechnical events organized by the Brazilian Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ABMS).  We hope to see many familiar and new faces in Brazil and that many of the ideas presented in Edinburgh will be addressed and discussed in the presentations and workshops planned for Brazil.

[bookmark: _GoBack]---------------------
by Declan Phillips, workshop panel moderator

