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Qualifications 
1976 Civil Engineer, Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées (ENPC), Paris 
1979 PhD (Eng. Geology), Ecole des Mines de Paris, Université Paris VI 
1997 Habilitation à diriger les recherches (ENPC, Ecole Normale Sup. Cachan, Univ.MLV) 

 

Appointments 
2011 –   Senior researcher, Laboratoire Navier/CERMES 
2010 – 2011  Invited Professor, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore 
2003 – 2010  Head, CERMES (the geotechnical research group of ENPC, 38 persons) 
1997 –   Professor, Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées, Paris 
1985 – 2003  Deputy-director of CERMES 
1983 – 1985  Research fellow at CERMES  
1980 – 1982  Post-doc research fellow, Université de Sherbrooke (Canada)   

 

Memberships 
2017 –  Member of the French Academy of Agriculture 
2013 –  Member, InSight Science Team, NASA (InSight is an on-going mission on Mars, 

landed 26 November 2018)  
2019  13th Zeng Guoxi lecturer, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China. 
2013 –   Chair, Technical Oversight Presidential Board Level Committee, ISSMGE1 
2012 –     Member of the Board of the French Geotechnical Association (CFMS) 
2016 – 2018  Chair of the Organising Committee, JNGG2018 (9th French Conf. on Soil and Rock 

Mechanics), 13 – 15 June, Ecole des ponts ParisTech  
2015 – 2016  Chair of the Organising Committee, 4th European Conf. on Unsaturated Soils, Paris 
2013 – 2016  Chair and Honorary Editor, Géotechnique Letters (ICE, London) 
2004 – 2014  Vice-Chair, TC 106 Committee on Unsaturated Soils (ISSMGE) 
2011 – 2013 Vice-Chair, Scientific Committee, 18th ICSMGE2, Paris 2013, Main editor of the Proc.  
2009 – 2013  Member, Innovation and Development Committee (IDC), ISSMGE 
2014 –   Chair appointed member, TC106 
2001 – 2010  Vice-Chairman of the French Geotechnical Association (CFMS) 

Member, French Associations: i) Geotechnical Eng., ii) Dams and Reservoirs, iii) 
Rock Mechanics, iv) Engineering Geology, v) Clays  

 

Editorial Panels 
ASTM Geotechnical Testing Journal (USA), Computers and Geotechnics (UK, up to 2016), 

Geomechanics and Geoengineering (UK), Rivista Geotecnica Italiana, Revista Escolas de Minas 
(Brasil), International Journal of Geotechnical Engineering (UK). 

Ass. Guest Editor: Physics and Chemistry of the Earth, 3 Special Issues on “Clay in natural and 
engineered barriers for radioactive waste confinement” in 2007, 2008, 2011. Guest Ed. with Arroyo 
M, Rivista Italiana di Geotecnica 2010, Special Issue on “Advances in field and laboratory testing of 
geomaterials”. Ass. Guest Ed. “Clay in natural and engineered barriers for radioactive waste 
confinement”, 2014, The Geological Society, London. 

Chief editor, Revue Française de Géotechnique, 1999 – 2004  
Panel member, Géotechnique (ICE London), 2000 - 2003 

    

Research Interests (23 PhDs directed) 
Unsaturated soils mechanics (applications to earthdams, embankments, compacted bentonite for 
radioactive waste storage, effects of drought on buildings, collapsible loess, shales) / Thermo-
mechanics of clays and shales (radioactive waste storage) / Microstructure and behaviour of soft soils 
(sensitive clays, deep marine soils) and shales / Mechanical behaviour of multiphase chalks (oil 
reservoirs, stability of chalk quarries) / Soil reinforcement (nailing, fibres) / Soil pollution by NAPL. 

 

Research Publications 
361 papers including 117 International Peer-reviewed Journal papers, one in Nature Geosciences  
(H index WoS 28, 3623 cit.) 
Invited Keynote/General reports, International Conferences: 20 
International Conference Papers: 150, Books, Proceedings (Ed.): 12, Book Chapters: 10 

 

Research Contracts 

                                                             
1 International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
2 International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
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French, Belgian and Swiss Agencies for radioactive Waste Disposal, since 2007; French Petroleum 
Institute (Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage - 2009-11), behaviour of unsaturated loess (European 
fundings + French Railways, 2005-11), European Project TIMODAZ Thermal Impact On DAmaged 
Zone in radioactive waste disposal (2006-10), CLAROM (Petroleum Industry) on the behaviour of 
deep soft marine sediments (2005-10) 
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